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POLITICAL. 


The A//tdb-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 23rd December, says gine 
: that evidently the friendship of the 


ruler of Kabul would be of inestim- 
able value to the Russian Government at the time of invad- 


ing India. When Aydb:Kh4n escaped from Teheran; the St. 
Petersburg Government had a good opportunity of espous- 
ing his cause and assisting him in gaining possession of 
Afghanistan, especially inasmuch as he is as popular with 
the Afghans as Abdul Rahmfn is hated by them. But the 
Russian Government did not care to grant him an asylum, 
and he was obliged again to surrender himself to the British 
Government in consequence. The indifference shown by the 
Russian Government towards him can be explained only by 
supposing that either that Government has no intention of 
invading this country, at least for the present, or that it has 
full confidence in the loyalty and friendship of Abdul Rah- 
man towards it. In the latter case, the British Government 
is not justified in considering the present Amir a friendly 
ally and in expecting assistance from him in an emergency. - 


Ayab Khin’ s surrender. 


The Khair Khwdh-i- Alam (Delhi), of the 24th December, Circulatica, 
: Abdul Rahmfn Khin’s ®2YS that the British Government can- var. rene 
| atrocities. not overlook Abdul Rahmfn Khan’s 

atrocities, Setting aside his past oppression and cruelty, 


ts; who complained: of his: 
divided i into ‘halves: bya saw: ape gome , 


die: ment.is pick pepe in prreds ‘the Afghans to the ténger 
Re mercies of such a cruel prince. It is almost needless to say 
oe {hat the Afghans would cordially welcome Ayab Khéinas. » | 
. their ruler. There is every. réason to hope that the British ? 


- i 


a Government will readily place him on the throne of Kabul | 


4 . 
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whén a favourable opportunity presents itself, = | 


= 
> 


— —— (Lahore), of the 23rd December, | 
expresses aurprise at the equanimity — 


Cen! Sel 


| : rit | with which Government views the iat 


. raids and siaeeais committed by the Vaziri tribes in British 
erritory on the frontier. The Vaziris frequently carry away | 


aa British subjects and then releasa them.on the payment of 


a “ 


bo god. ransoms. — he 


* rays 


tdb, then describes how one Ata - — 

juhammad Khan was lately carried away from Bannu by . 
; four men belonging to these | lawless tribes and how he suc- 4 
-.  egeded in making good his escape. Such an unsatisfactory I 
- state of things on the frontier reflects great discredit on tha My 
British administration. The immediate neighbourhood of © 
. British terri tory should be freed from rob and dacoi 
ee ae outposts should be established at a distance of ten 
a oe miles from the British boundary, i in order that any British 
fe subjects who happen to fall into the hands of robbera 


* 


be rescued by the g 


~ ’ . , . _ 
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. : ee 
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The Aindustdn (Ralikankar), of the 24th December, 


. + 


8 eb a ..,, ‘publishes a Hindi translation of Si 
ee ) uckland Colvin 7 : 
De. penh st the Allahsbed Auckland Colvin’s speech at the Alla 


te, "had Darbfr, and remarks that the . 
address should be carefully studied by all classes of natives, — | 
ae Tb is a good index to the sentiments and feelings of thenew = 
sutena t-Governor, who ia 9 true friend of. the children of F 


; - ” ea 
« ‘ : is Sue 
a 


be & es 
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le desi 


to work in unison and 


Ieee 


sos tities 


* srgyd 


ie: pea tanta, 


out the wants of the people and will promote the. 
|! of sympathy between the rulers and the ruled, .T 


Municipal and Local. Boards. It will be a great mil sah ol goo 
if these bodies do not endeavour to acquire greater independ- : 


observes, in conclusion, that natives should vefrain from, 4 


severe strictures: against the National Co 
Allahabad journal should remember 


should be conceded to the country immediately. Indeed, 


area} 


ion of intelligent and. res 
is highly ;gratefal to Sir Aucklan 
rage free intéreourse between. Euro 
The measure will enable the former te. 


: 


favourably disposed te 


ce’ and ta place local self-government on a firmer basis:in = = 
@ time of such a sympathetic Governor. Sir Auckland. 


rd 


piring to engage in. more ambitieus schemes at prese nt. | a 
the strength of His Honour’s statement the Pioneermakes = 


’ + 


ess, But the 


¥ 
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a the promoters of a 


7 


the Congress do not desire that representative institutions ee 


Pe 


they would consider such a concession at present a. had 


augury. ‘Assemblages such as the National Congress ate 
tiecessary to create a national feeling, which is a sine qua non - 
for self-government. The natives ofthese provinces should a 
congratulate themselves that Providence has sent such a wise 
and liberal-minded man to rule over them. The Hindustan 
prays that God may grant him health and strength to do.good 


to the people during his tenure of 0 


ce. (The Oudh Akhbdr, ..- % ae 
Lucknow, of the 27th December, publishes His Honors == =—ia“ 
ddress in extenso, and observes that. every word of the a 


~ a — | 
. as 


dress deserves to be written in golden letters.) ) 


), of t eh WCC 
“Oivil Service Examin. that the Pioneer and the 


4 


— ‘the maxim | ‘something ag better 
ey cannot, however, fully ‘profit by this concession’ until the 


. 


-  ~~—~—s« amination’ is also held ‘in this country for their benefit. 
as It is not difficult to understand: how severely the high cost. 


» 


Beko of liying i m London ‘must press on the inhabitants of a: coun- 


, . ’ 
. “4 6 
> : ‘ 


oo tee where the average income amounts to only Rs: 27 a year 


*% > . 


per » head of the. population. The feelings and condition | 


> 


| of a native who. goes to England to compete at the Civil 


~ Service examination, but does not succeed in passing it, 


“ge 


EDs a Pe 
pe 
. 


why 


may be easily imagined. Under these circumstances, 
eo . it is necessary that the examination should be held 
_ simultaneously in England and in India. If a short 
a residence in England be considered indispensable for Indian 


. a 


x Civilians, the successful candidates after passing the 
. examination here can be required to go to England and live 
i there for a certain period. a a _ 


: The Koh-i- Ndr (Lahore);.of the 20th December, referring 


eee ‘Introduction of the Fi- to the memorial of the Bengal Cham- 


E , . nancial Statement in the | , : 
se Visehoy’s Lagidedive Ooun- ber of Commerce regarding the neces- 


: 2. ere sity.for the introduction of the Finan- 

cial Statement in the Viceroy’s Legislative Council every 

' _- year, highly approves of the proposal, and appeals to all pub- 

sae lic bodies and newspapers in this country to support the 
ee ‘movement. | 


| ~ Cirealation, an Oudh Punch (Lucknow), of the 8th December, 
_- BO copie, ain eae received on the 22nd idem, regrets to 


oS nenety of Ge. say that the inhabitants of Lucknow - 


are suffering much from the scarcity of grain and the increase 
sof crime, No sane man can be 80 foolish as to incur the dis- 
ure of the authorities by finding fault:with Government 


--What has become. of the — 


ear 4 ~~ ee % ae ee 


?.- It would seem that part; 
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hem have died | of ana vation, 
the duty of a loyal people to quietly die from wn 
} without opening the mouth of complaint. (Gove 
newspapers complain of the scarcity of grain.) = = © ” 
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The Nastm-i-A gra, of the 23rd December, regrets to say” 


- - that the system of labour in’ foree’ 


I Treat t of icts i 
ils in the. bel erate in the jails in the North-Western 


Provinces and Ondh.. - Provinces and -Oudh is very objection-" 


» 


* 


able. Convicts are actually treated like animals. For some 
time after their admission to a jail they ore all subjected to . 
very hard labour, such as grinding corn, working at an oil- 
press or a well, and so forth. Convicts, who are accustomed 
to manual labour, can do these things without much difficul- 
ty ; but it is almost cruel to subject convicts belonging to the 
higher ¢lasses of the community to such hard labour. - The 
present system of jail labour is also an instrument of extor- 
tion in the hands of unconscientious jail officials. When a 
convict is employed on some hard labour, his friends and 
relatives are natually induced to give a bribe to the jailor, with 
a' view to getting him transferred to some lighter work. The 
arrangements for the supply of food to convicts are equally 
unsatisfactory. Dishonest subordinate jail officials do not 
supply good food, especially as the supervision of the Super- 
_intendents is only nominal, Persons, who prepare food, 
| ' knead dough with their dirty feet, without taking care to 
shake off the dust beforehand. The Local Government 
should make a point of improving the jail administration, 
particularly with a view to removing the irregularities above 
_ referred to. 4 be 


- The Jém-i-Jamshed (Moradabad), of the 18th December, 


Honorary Magistrates at ts to say that there is a general 
— Poe. me se eendated thas the 
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er OO eRe SET 


steit42?°" 
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Se eiie Radkk aioli ae Be 
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send for and examine the records of the case, 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Etéwah), of the 20th December, 


F . 


ons riots at Pha- i8 sorry to say that at Phaphdnd, on 


-phénd (Etéwah). the 19th idem, some Hitdfis com- 


mitted a.great riot on the occasion of a-fair held at a 
Muhammadan tomb, assaulting Gvvernment officials. The 
Najib-Tahsildér wag severely hurt in the affray. The Joint 


o 


rate acted with commendable promptitude, The 


— Jeaders of the rioters were at once arrested, tried, and pun- 
ished the same day, one of them being sentenced to four 


years imprisonment and fourothers to two years imprisonment 
. Before agitating for representative institutions the 
promoters of the National Congress had better endeavour to 


om. 


restore friendship between ‘Hindus and Musalméns, 
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